In-Person Bulletin for Worship
October 31, 2021
9:00 Service

Prelude “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” (Hyfrydol) arr. by Gerhard Krapf
“Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer” (Cwm Rhondda) arr. by Gerhard Krapf
Announcements

Lit candle is brought in reminding us of Christ in our Midst.

Call to Worship Carol Smith
L: God is calling you today.

P: Help us to hear God’s call in our lives.

L: God needs your gifts and graces to help others.

P: May we use the blessings which God has given us to benefit others.

L: Come, let us worship and celebrate God’s love for us.

P: Let us show our faithfulness in our words and actions. AMEN.

Musical Meditation: “Chereponi” arr. by Mark Sedio
Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love;

show us how to serve

the neighbors we have from you.

Kneels at the feet of his friends,

silently washes their feet,

Master who acts as a slave to them.

Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love;

show us how to serve

the neighbors we have from you.

TEXT: Tom Colvin, 1969; rev. 1997, alt.; © 1969 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

MUSIC (CHEREPONI 7.7.9 with refrain): Ghanaian folk melody; adapt. Tom Colvin, 1963; arr. Jane Marshall, 1982; © 1969
Hope Publishing Company; arr. © 1982 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.

All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission. First Presbyterian Church, FDL CCLI License #1644445

Glory to God Hymnal #203

Prayer of Adoration

Let us pray: Lord, we gather here this day in praise and thanksgiving for all the wonderful
things you have done for us. Help us to be faithful disciples in all that we think, do and say,
that your great love may be revealed and offer healing to all people. AMEN.

Prayer of Confession

How often, O Lord, have we believed that the greatest commandment is our love for
ourselves solely. We have not heard the cries of those in need; we have turned our backs on
opportunities to serve you by serving others. Many times we have thought only of our own



wants and desires and ignored the needs of others. Help us to truly understand the
commandments to love you with all our heart, soul, strength, and mind. Let us care for our
neighbors both far and near. Bring us back to your loving light. For we ask these things in
the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. AMEN.

Take a few moments for your own silent confession

Assurance of Hope and Forgiveness

In the midst of our darkness and ignorance, the bright light of God’s love shines through,
healing our anguished souls. Rejoice, beloved of God, for God’s love and forgiveness are
given to you this day. AMEN.

The Presbyterian Hymnal #579 “Gloria Patri”
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,

world without end. Amen.

Public Domain

Glory Be to the Father

TEXT: Trad. liturgical text. Composer: Henry W. Greatorex (1851)

Scripture Readings: Deuteronomy 6:1-9

Now this is the commandment—the statutes and the ordinances—that the LORD your God
charged me to teach you to observe in the land that you are about to cross into and

occupy, “so that you and your children and your children’s children may fear the LORD your
God all the days of your life, and keep all his decrees and his commandments that I am
commanding you, so that your days may be long. *Hear therefore, O Israel, and observe
them diligently, so that it may go well with you, and so that you may multiply greatly in a
land flowing with milk and honey, as the LoRD, the God of your ancestors, has promised
you.

4 Hear, O Israel: The LoRD is our God, the LoRD alone. >You shall love the LORD your God
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might. °Keep these words that I
am commanding you today in your heart. “Recite them to your children and talk about
them when you are at home and when you are away, when you lie down and when you
rise. °Bind them as a sign on your hand, fix them as an emblem on your forehead, °and
write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.

Hebrews 9:11-14

But when Christ came as a high priest of the good things that have come, then through the
greater and perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this creation), '?he entered
once for all into the Holy Place, not with the blood of goats and calves, but with his own
blood, thus obtaining eternal redemption. '3For if the blood of goats and bulls, with the
sprinkling of the ashes of a heifer, sanctifies those who have been defiled so that their flesh
is purified, "*how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal

Spirit offered himself without blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works to
worship the living God!



Mark 12:28-34

28 One of the scribes came near and heard them disputing with one another, and seeing
that he answered them well, he asked him, ‘Which commandment is the first of all?’ 2Jesus
answered, ‘The first is, “Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one; 3°you shall love
the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and
with all your strength.” 31The second is this, “You shall love your neighbour as yourself.”
There is no other commandment greater than these.” 2Then the scribe said to him, ‘You are
right, Teacher; you have truly said that “he is one, and besides him there is no other”; 33and
“to love him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and with all the strength”,
and “to love one’s neighbour as oneself”,—this is much more important than all whole
burnt-offerings and sacrifices.” **When Jesus saw that he answered wisely, he said to him,
‘You are not far from the kingdom of God.” After that no one dared to ask him any question.

Message: “Not Far From The Kingdom” Rev. Mary Council-Austin
Pastoral Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, Who art in Heaven, Hallowed be thy name.
Thy Kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

Benediction
Sending Music: “God of Grace” Op. 14 arranged by Paul Manz
Glory to God Hymnal #65

(assembly dismisses during this instrumental piece)



