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SESSION 

November Session Highlights 
 

At the November Session meeting, a motion was brought from the Loving Team to create a Worship Team. 

Loving Team currently has worship planning activities assigned to them but support for the motion          

indicates that the Loving Team has too much on their plate and worship planning deserves a dedicated   

team. After some discussion, Session tabled this item and will put it on a future meeting agenda. 

 

Session also officially received the report of the Congregational Mission Study Team. The report has been 

sent to the Commission on Ministry at Winnebago Presbytery. We are waiting for the go-ahead to form our 

Pastor Nominating Committee to select our next installed pastor.  The Congregational Mission Study Team 

was dissolved by Session after thanking them for their work. 

 

Session approved the list of church members who have not been active for at least two years. A letter was 

drafted to send to them.  The letter asks them to clarify their membership intentions.  It also states what it 

takes to remain a member of the church. 

 

A preliminary glance was taken at the 2023 budget, but no action was taken. 

 

Dave Erickson 

Clerk of Session 

 

November Highlights 

Hope. Peace. Joy. Love. 
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                                                  “Not Older but Different” 
 

Welcome to the Holy Season of Advent, the four weeks leading up to Christmas. This 

year, Advent began on Sunday, November 27th.  It will end (of course) on Christmas Day 

(Sunday, December 25th.) 

 

 ‘Advent’ comes from a Latin verb meaning ‘arrive’ or ‘come’.  ‘Are you coming home? 

What time will you arrive?’ It is a time of looking backwards at the arrival of Jesus as a 

human being and a time of looking forward to his coming back to us in glory. 

 

During Advent, then, we celebrate Jesus’ presence in three forms. His arrival in human history as a human 

being. His presence in our hearts, our lives. His coming back to us in glory. 

 

Historically, Advent is something of a late arrival. It did not come into widespread observance until well 

into the 400s. When it did catch on it was much more like the Holy Season of Lent, the forty days leading up 

to Easter. At this time, Advent was observed as a time of fasting and penitence. 

 

Fasting and penitence fell out of favor before the end of the Middle Ages. Puritans tried to harken back to 

that time. They deplored gift-giving and maintained that the best way to celebrate Christmas was with ei-

ther extra worship or extra work. (Obviously, the practice did not catch on!)  In the 1840s, Christmas Cards 

began to be mass-produced. Before long, Advent and Christmas became resolutely commercial.  

  

Today, the month leading up to Christmas seems to have two main goals. First – religious nostalgia.  We vis-

it Live Nativities and pet the camels. We long for an Old-Fashioned Christmas with strings of popcorn and 

handmade gifts. For many of us, it is the only time we ever sing anything in Latin (Angels We Have Heard 

on High.)    

 

The second goal is to beat back the cold and winter blues. We frantically give gifts, consume huge amounts 

of sugar, light up the sky with displays and adorn everything in bright shades of Red and Green.   

 

I am NOT suggesting we go back to making Advent a time of fasting and penitence. Jesus seems to have en-

joyed a good party as much as anyone (see John 2:1-11). But it would be nice to embrace the celebration 

with moderation. Perhaps this year we can celebrate Advent by spending as much time thinking about Je-

sus’ second coming as his first. We could sing hymns as often as we sing Jingle Bells and Rudolph the Red-

Nosed Reindeer. And we could try to spend as much time in Bible Study and prayer as we do watching Bowl 

games. 

 

Advent only comes once a year. It only lasts four weeks. And yet, it is a time of tremendous importance. It 

points backwards to one of the most important events in human history and looks forward to the greatest 

rejoicing the world will ever know. Let’s make the most of it!   

 

A Blessed Advent and God’s Peace to one and all, 

Pastor Ken 

December Affirmations from Pastor Ken 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WHWqj6gKS9g&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WHWqj6gKS9g&t=2s
https://biblia.com/bible/nrsv/john/2/1-11
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The Gospel of Mark doesn’t have a nativity story.  So where’s 

the Advent message? It’s in every aspect of Jesus’ life, and death 

and beyond.  

The Incarnation - God comes to earth in human form to be     

baptized, teach, heal, eat, and die. This is what we celebrate at 

Christmas. Mark shows us just how radical and celebration-

worthy it is!  

 

Holy Disruption presents a fresh understanding of the holiness 

of Christmas grounded, not in a conventional cozy Christmas 

message, but through Mark's disquieting gospel. Mark invites 

its readers to experience God's disruptive but transformative 

love for us and our world. 

 

This year our church will use the season of Advent to facilitate 

conversation and connection to each other and the meaning of 

this time in the church year.  

“HOLY DISRUPTION”   
by Tracy S. Daub 

Join us for an Advent Study  
Chaplain Darren Beachy will lead us.   

Growing Connections on Sunday Mornings  
(Adult Program with Zoom) 

 

Sunday Morning   10:15-11:30am December 4, 11, 18  

           
Books are available in the church office. They are $11.00 each. 
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Christmas Eve 

5:00pm   Candlelight Service 
   Moravian Love Feast                                
    (Milk and Cookies) 
 
7:00pm   Candlelight Service  
   with Christmas Carols 
 

Christmas Day 

9:00am  Celebrate the Birth of Jesus 
10:15am  Fellowship Time 

   Ornament Stories - Bring your favorite  
   ornament and tell us about its history. 
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PYA     Presbyterian Youth Association 

      Basic info: PYA is for students in the 5th-12th grade     

      Purpose: To get to know Jesus Christ and have lots of fun! 

 

  

December 4  4:00-5:00pm  Angel Tree Shopping (Meet at Target at 4:00pm.)   
 If you would like to contribute to a gift for a child, please contact   
 the church office. 

 
December 11 11:15-1:00pm  PYA Christmas Party  
   Bring a snack to share and join us for fun and games.  
 
December 23  1:00-3:00pm  (Friday) Baking Cookies for the 5:00pm Christmas Eve Worship Service. 

 Bring a snack if you would like. 

  

Presbyterian Youth Association 

We are looking for people to light our Advent Candles. 

 

Opportunities are available through Christmas Day. Please contact Kris if 

you would like to help. You can email her at: kbartelt@fdlpresbyterian.org. 

 

Advent 
A Season of Hope 

& Expectation 
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Loves and Fishes - November 16 

Thanks to your generous donations, we served 110 meals at Loaves and Fishes on Wednesday, 

November 16. The meal, and hats, gloves, scarves, and socks were greatly appreciated on that very 

cold evening. Thank you to all who shared the love of Christ by providing clothing, desserts, pre-

paring, serving and clean up after the meal.  

And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased. Hebrews 13:16 NIV 

https://www.christianity.com/bible/niv/hebrews/13-16
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Party Advent fun for our  
 youngest disciples.... 
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Information @ Church 

Where    Grace Christian 

When    December 8 

Open        4:30-6:00pm 

Donation   $25.00 Cash Only 

 

If you have any questions contact 
Grace Christian Church at:  

920.923.5292 or 
rachelrudzik@gccfdl.org 

December 8 - Ruby’s Pantry   

• Food distribution will take 
place at GRACE CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH. Please enter on the 
EAST side. Park on the South 
side of the building. 

• Online registration is available 
here. Please arrive at your      
appointed time. 

• All guests must enter the    
building to register and receive 
their pick-up number. 

• Further instructions will be 
available, once guests have   
registered. 

• Two food shares are allowed, 
per vehicle. 

• Trunk must be empty 

• Food will be loaded into trunks 
by our volunteers 

• Do not bring boxes, bags, etc. for 
food 

• Bathroom facilities are not 
available to the public 

If you are interested in volunteer-

ing, at Ruby’s Pantry please        

complete the application at: 

www.rubyspantry.org.   

December 14 -                   

Women in Faith 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Join us on Wednesday, December 

14, from 5:30-7:30pm. We will 

share a light meal, followed by a 

fun time of fellowship and crafting.  

 

For fun we are going to have an 
Appetizer/Charcuterie night, 
bring your favorite appetizer or 
Charcuterie board.  
 
Following dinner, we will check 
in with each other share some 
fun Christmas/Winter crafts. 
 
 Women In Faith is open to women 

of all ages and everyone is wel-

come. See you there! Bring a 

friend!!    

 

Please contact Jennifer if you have 

any questions.  

  

Alternative Gift Fair -  

Through December 18 

 

The Alternative Gift Fair is a won-

derful way to give to family and 

friends without going shopping 

and without burdening your recipi-

ents with more ‘stuff’. This year we 

are supporting:  

 

• Presbyterian Disaster Relief  

 You can find out more here. 

• Sleep in Heavenly Peace  

 You can find out more here. 

• The Solutions Center   

     You can find out more here. 

Angel Tree -  

Through December 18 
 

The Angel Tree Gift List is now 

available. There will be people in 

the Narthex to help you choose 

your gift recipient. You can also 

register to purchase gifts here. 

Please have your gifts at church by 

December 18. You can also drop off 

your gifts on Friday, December 16 

from 6:00-7:00pm or Saturday, 

December 17 from 9:00-10:30. 

Please be sure that the ID# is firm-

ly affixed to your package.  

 

Imagine the smiles on the           

children’s faces on Christmas 

morning! 

 

https://www.rubyspantry.org/signup/71
http://www.rubyspantry.org
https://pda.pcusa.org/
https://shpbeds.org/chapter/wi-fond-du-lac/
https://www.solutionsfdl.com/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LFnzlDprWOfL8gEZdFPYE7wd6JNi2O0Iym7vdYgy8Og/edit
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April 16 -   

 Bible Workshop  

 April 23 -  

 Bible Presentation 
 

It is our tradi-

tion, at First 

Presbyterian 

Church, that our 

grade-school  

students, (third 

grade and above) 

receive a Bible of 

their own. It is a gift from our 

church community. The Learning 

Team has set the    following        

expectations to encourage all     

families to use their Bible at 

church and at home: 

 

1)We encourage students to      

attend Sunday School classes           

at 10:15am on Sunday mornings. 

Sunday School is designed to teach 

Bible knowledge and skills on how 

to use the Bible.  

 

2) We encourage all Parents/

Guardians to attend a Bible         

Workshop Class with their            

student on April 16, 2023, at 

10:15am.  

 

3) Bibles will be presented in     

worship on Sunday, April 23, 2023.  

 

If your child is new to the church 

and has not received a Bible or if 

you have questions, please contact 

Jennifer in the church office. You 

can also contact any member of 

the Learning Team.  

January 30 -  
Loaves and Fishes 
 

 

 

 

Where: Church of Peace 

     158 S. Military Rd. 

When:  January 30 

 Time:   4:00 - 6:00pm 
 

We will be serving Loaves and 

Fishes again on Monday, January 

30 from 4:00-6:00pm. If you are 

available to help prepare, serve, or 

clean up after the meal, please 

contact the office.  

 

Dessert donations are always 

needed for the meal. Once again, 

we will share hats, gloves, scarves, 

and socks with those who are 

picking up meals. The clothing 

items may be added to the tree in 

the  Narthex of First Presbyterian 

Church starting the end of             

December.  

 

Thank you to everyone who can 

help us serve the community in 

need.  

Looking Ahead - 2023 

Day Wednesday   
Date December 21  
Time 6:30pm  

Click here to register. A ZOOM link 
will be emailed to you from 
Breeze! 

December 21 -  Bingo  

December 23 -                 

Cookie Bakers Wanted 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Do you like to bake? We are look-

ing for helpers to bake cookies 

for Christmas Eve.  

 

We are making heart-shaped sug-

ar cookies with sprinkles for the 

5:00pm service. We will make 

the cookie dough and bake them 

on Friday, December 23 from 

1:00-3:00pm in the church kitch-

en.  

 

If you would like to help, please 

contact Jennifer at:                   

 jzander@fdlpresbyterian.org. 

https://fdlfirstpresb.breezechms.com/form/90c75b
mailto:jzander@fdlpresbyterian.org
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December 2022  
  

December 4, 11, 18  
Advent Study    “Holy Disruption”  
Join us for the advent study of “Holy Disruption” led by Chaplain 
Darren Beachy. Holy Disruption presents a fresh understanding of 
the holiness of through Mark's disquieting gospel. It invites us to 
experience God's transformative love for us and our world. This 
study will be available in-person and on Zoom. Books ($11) are 
available for purchase in the church office.   
  

December 25  Ornament Stories  
Bring an ornament from your tree and tell the story about that      
ornament. Where did it come from, was it a gift, what does it mean 
to you? We will share our ornament stories in the Fellowship Hall 
following worship.  
 

 January 2023  
  

January 1   The Season of Christmas  
 Carol Sing-Along 

Join us as we celebrate the Season of Christmas in song. 
  

January 8   Advance Directive and Power of  
      Attorney for Health Care Discussion 
Chaplin Darren Beachy will lead a discussion of Advance                 
Directives and Power of Attorney for Heath Care.  
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Monthly Statistics 
 

Please Note: The calendar print is small due to a recent Breeze software update.  
We are routinely checking with Breeze to correct the problem. 
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In December 

First Presbyterian Focus 
 
Please send submissions for the 
Newsletter to: 
 

fdloffice@fdlpresbyterian.org.  

Deacon of the Month 

Amber Summerill 

ericksonambere@yahoo.com 

 

Elder of the Month 

Laurie Christie 
lleestmarnccm@gmail.com 

Prayers* and Praises 

Electronic Ways to Keep in Touch 
 

Website www.fdlpresbyterian.org 

Facebook First Presbyterian Church, Fond du Lac

    

YouTube First Presbyterian Church Fond du Lac 

Brian Conran   

Gary Grasse 

Pat Dilling 

Gib Dilling 

Arnold Leestma 

Jesse Fisher 

Silas Willey 

Jane Devine   

Jerry and Mary Heider 

Chastity Geisthardt  

Joan Steininger 

The Family of Nenad Malic  

Pedro and Kristina Arellano -  

 Pedro’s father’s death 

 

Prayer Partners 

Send prayer requests to: 

fdloffice@fdlpresbyterian.org 

 
*Names will remain on the prayer list 

for 2 weeks. Please contact the office 

if a name should be on the list for a 

longer length of time. 

 

YouTube worship services can 

be found here. 

Monday - Wednesday  
9:00am - 5:00pm 
 
Thursday   
9:00am - Noon 
 
Friday 
Closed 

December Worship   

Sunday Morning  
 

9:00am        In-Person Worship 

         Live Stream via ZOOM 

  

•  Masks are no longer required. 

•  Physical distancing is no longer           

required. 

•  Nursery care is not available. 

  

http://www.fdlpresbyterian.org
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpwXSBUZyuBC_t8SnXg0wLQ
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Church Staff 
 
Pastor Ken Locke 
pastor@fdlpresbyterian.org 
 
Jennifer Zander  
Director of Christian Education 
jzander@fdlpresbyterian.org 
 
Kris Bartelt 
Worship Coordinator 
kbartelt@fdlpresbyterian.org 
 
Mary Robotka 
Financial Assistant 
mrobotka@fdlpresbyterian.org 
 
Deb Zorn 
Communications Coordinator 
dzorn@fdlpresbyterian.org 

Volunteer Staff 
 
John Neville 
Treasurer 
jneville@charter.net 
 
Judy Dassow 
Assistant Treasurer 
jnjdassow@gmail. com  
  
Dave Weber 
Custodian Assistant    
weber.david.dianne@gmail.com  
 

Deacons 
 
Judy Dassow 
jnjdassow@gmail.com  
 
Gail & Orv Kamphuis 
okamphuis@charter.net 
 
Debby Lorenz 
daalorenz@gmail.com  
 
Mary Ellen McMeen 
mellies1@icloud.com 
 
Linda Neville 
jneville@charter.net  
 
Jolene Schry 
rjschry@charter.net 
 
Dick Sleder 
rssleder65@att.net  
 
Carol Smith 
smith9007@yahoo.com 
 
Lew Smith 
lewissmith2568@yahoo.com 
 
Deb Spoerke 
debra.spoerke@yahoo.com  
 
Amber Summeril 
ericksonambere@yahoo.com  
 
 

Elders on Session 
 
Dave Erickson 
Clerk of Session       
djericks975@att.net  

Mary Bacon      
bitsinbacon5@gmail.com 

Susan Baker                                       
susan@bsinsinc.com  

Brian Conran 
odosou@mac.com 
 
Debbie Cooley 
tdcooley@charter.net 
 
Jim Dassow 
jnjdassow@gmail.com 
 
Laurie Leestma-Christie 
lleestmarnccm@gmail.com 
 
Mike Warntjes   
warntjes@charter.net  
 
  
 

Social Media and Website 

www.fdlpresbyterian.org First Presbyterian Church, Fond du Lac first presbyterian church fond du lac 
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https://fdlfirstpresb.breezechms.com/people/view/6526370#
https://fdlfirstpresb.breezechms.com/people/view/6526378#
https://fdlfirstpresb.breezechms.com/people/view/6524760#
http://www.fdlpresbyterian.org/
https://www.facebook.com/First-Presbyterian-Church-Fond-du-Lac-112242092141126/

